
RYDE TOWN COUNCIL SUPPORTS THE ESTABLISHMENT OF A 
COMMUNITY FARM!

On the 5th of July, Ryde Town Council (RTC) voted unanimously (13 for and 2 abstentions) to support a 
motion brought by Ryde Appley And Elmfield Councillors Jenna Sabine and Lisa Carter to support the 
establishment of a community farm which fits RTC’s commitment to the biosphere and preserve this 
important greenspace in Ryde for future generations.

Ryde Town Council totally objects to the West Acre Planning application along with Nettlestone and Seaview 
Parish Council. The Plunkett Foundation, a national rural development agency, is supporting the initiative 
and granted funding for a mentor to the project from Fordhall Farm in Shropshire which is a successful and 
sustainable community farm. An online survey carried out by Save Westridge Farm campaign had well over 
700 local residents complete it with 98% supporting the idea. This project would fit with Isle of Wight and 
Ryde Town Councils’ commitment to climate change and the IW’s UNESCO Biosphere status. 

THE ESTABLISHMENT OF A COMMUNITY FARM!
Local residents have formed a steering group to establish the Westridge Land Community Initiative 
which will aim to raise funds to purchase the Westridge farmland for the community of Ryde in 
perpetuity.

The aim is to establish a community farm and provide a secure tenancy for the existing farming 
family, supporting them to develop a farm shop, produce milk and eggs for Ryde residents and local 
restaurants/cafes/shops, develop food products and support Ryde’s growing food economy. They will 
also develop a farming/environmental/biosphere education facility for schools and families. 

SAVE WESTRIDGE FARM 
FOR FUTURE GENERATIONS!

I have been assured by IW Council Planning Department that the planning 
application for 465 houses (West Acre Park application – 20/01061) will be 
in front of the IW Council Planning Committee on Tuesday 27th July 2021 at 
County Hall, Newport.

This is D-Day for the application and I am working hard to make sure a 
strong case against the application is made.

Please visit the Save Westridge Farm website and Facebook page so you 
keep up to date on what action you can take in the fight to save the farm.

website - https://savewestridgefarm.org.uk/

Facebook - https://www.facebook.com/savewestridgefarm MICHAEL LILLEY
(and Muddie!)
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THANK YOU SO MUCH...

Thank you for your support on election day on 6th 
May, which seems so long ago. I was astounded 
to have achieved 78% of votes cast. This was 
amazing and I feel so honoured to be your elected 
representative at IW and Ryde Town Councils.

I am also delighted that Jenna Sabine and 
Lisa Carter for Our Ryde were elected with 
me to be the three Ryde Appley and Elmfield 
representatives on Ryde Town Council.

- A  brief update on local issues around the Ward and what I have been up to other than Westridge Farm. 

A BIG THANK YOU TO REV SUE THEOBALD!
I was saddened to hear Rev Sue Theobald of St. John’s Church is 
retiring and wish to give her a big thank you for all her hard work she 
has undertaken in the community.

Sue, who lives in the Vicarage on Victoria Crescent, has quietly got on 
with supporting so many in the area especially during Covid19. She will 
be sadly missed.

MAYOR OF RYDE FOR THIRD YEAR!
I am so honoured to be elected again to be Mayor 
of Ryde and delighted Cllr Jenna Sabine has been 
elected Deputy Mayor.

Ryde Town Council has come so far and now has 
an exciting and energetic group of Councillors. 

ALLIANCE GROUP 
ADMINISTRATION AT COUNTY 
HALL!
21 non-conservative councillors won a majority 
of Council seats at County Hall on 6th May with 
Conservatives gaining 18 (total of 39 seats). As 
an independent I joined with other independent 
councillors and Greens to form the Alliance group 
and with support from 3 others from Lib Dems, 
Labour and Vectis Party have taken control of the 
Isle of Wight Council.
Cllr Lora Peacey-Wilcox is the new Leader and 
she has formed a Cabinet. 5 of the 7 Ryde IW 
Councillors are within the Alliance group which 
are myself, Cllrs Phil Jordan, Ian Dore, Karen 
Lucioni, and Ian Stephens.
There are now two Conservative councillors in 
Ryde. Ryde South (Warren Drew) and Haylands 
(Vanessa Churchman).
I am now Chair of IW Planning Committee 
although I have to temporarily stand down when 
the West Acre Park application is dealt with 
on 27th July because the application is in my 
ward, and this will be chaired by the Vice-Chair, 
Councillor Brodie.

NEW PLAY AREA AT PRESTON CLOSE
I lobbied Sovereign Housing for a new play area on greenspace outside flats at Preston Close. Sovereign 
have awarded funding and hopefully this new play are will be open in the Autumn of 2021. It has been led 
by local residents and I am encouraging a residents association to be established in the area. 

£2500 GRANT FOR ST. JOHN’S CHURCH 
- TO REBUILD WALL
Ryde Town Council has awarded St. John’s Church 50% of the cost to 
rebuild the wall alongside the church that is next to the pathway at 
top of High Park Road. The wall has become dangerous and there was 
a need to get it rebuilt urgently for safety to pedestrians especially as 
this is the route to Oakfield School. 

AROUND RYDE APPLEY AND ELMFIELD WARD !

MICHAEL’S UPDATE

St. John’s Church
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HIGH PARK ROAD TO BE 
RE-SURFACED IN AUGUST!
Island Roads have assured me 
that High Park Road from Great 
Preston Road South to Great Preston 
Road North/Arundel Road is being 
resurfaced in August 2021. Residents 
will be getting notice shortly. 
I am furious that the North end of 
High Park Road from St. John’s Church 
and Arundel Road is viewed as still in 
good condition and is at present not 
due for resurfacing. I am challenging 
this.
I have requested for a two year pro-
gramme of roads due for resurfacing 
in the Ward. Queens and Royal Walks 
and Solent Close off Marina Avenue 
have recently been resurfaced.
I am lobbying Island Roads and 
Wightfibre on their recent complete 
chaos created in the Ward due to 
Wightfibre’s digging up of roads and 
pavements to put in cable. 

SINK HOLE AND COMPENSATION
I have launched an emergency appeal fund and crisis team to negotiate with 
IW Council and Southern Water to get the compensation needed to rebuild 
and revitalise Appley Beach and Park once the sink hole is repaired.
Southern Water is stating it should be completed by October but this could 
be longer. This has had a devastating effect on residents, visitors, and local 
businesses and organisations. 

DECK CHAIRS AND BEACH EQUIPMENT ON RYDE 
BEACHES IN AUGUST
Ryde Town Council now have a container by the Ryde Harbour office and 
plan by beginning of August to have deckchairs and other beach equipment 
(paddle boards, kayaks, sun loungers etc) for hire. Ryde Town Council has 
recently appointed a beach manager.

SPLASH PARK AND CANOE LAKE
Cllr Lisa Carter has led on a campaign to get the Splash Park reopened. Lisa now represents Ryde Town 
Council on Waterside Trust (Pool) and is working with the Trust to find ways of getting the splash park open 
this summer. Local businesses came together to clean the splash park, but there are still problems with 
water pipes but Lisa and trustees are trying hard to find a solution and get it reopened. 
Ryde Town Council has agreed to fund 50% of the cleaning of the footways around the lake that get 
covered in Bird poo with IW Council paying the other 50%. Island Roads used to do this but due to cuts to 
the PFI contract, the cleaning had stopped. I am bringing all the Canoe Lake stakeholders together (IWC, 
RTC, Waterside Trust etc) to agree a long-term plan to get this area revitalised for more effective use for 
recreation and leisure. 

New Ryde Appley and Elmfield Ward

Appley
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WEBSITE: michaellilley.uk          EMAIL:  michael.lilley@iow.gov.uk
PHONE:  07769 551 578 (text if possible, can always leave a message)

FACEBOOK:  www.facebook.com/MichaelLilleyRydeCouncillor  (Previous page: GreenCouncillorRydeEast)

CONTACT MICHAEL - WAYS TO GET IN TOUCH

Message from Cllr Lisa Carter

My first couple of months as Councillor have 
been intense. I have been made the Ryde Town 
Council (RTC) representative for Waterside 
Community Trust and I am working closely with 
them to get the Splashpark open which has had 
and will have many obstacles to overcome to 
get it to the standard it once was.

I am also on the RTC Planning Committee, the 
Town Marketing Sub-Committee and the Grants 
Sub-Committee.

I have held 2 surgeries so far and enjoyed very 
much meeting other residents.

It is clear there is a lot to do and a lot to learn. 
These next four years will be challenging I am 
sure, but I hope to be able to make a positive 
difference and to most importantly ensure we 
are communicating with our residents as much 
as possible to ensure I am fairly representing 
the views of our locals.

Years of neglect to our amenities means that we 
have some tough decisions to make and I very 
much look forward to hearing the views of the 
public as well as providing as much information 
as I can to help formulate those views.
Lisa
Contact: lisa.carter@rydetowncouncil.gov.uk

Message from Cllr Jenna Sabine

Since becoming Deputy Mayor of Ryde, life 
has been a whirlwind of meetings and a steep 
learning curve into the world of politics. I sit on 
all committees and some sub-committees and 
working groups, but am focusing my time on a 
youth questionnaire, helping to save Westridge 
Farm and building community connections and 
networking between the many organisations in 
Ryde to form an overarching cohesive strategy.

I am also working on a Memorandum 
of Understanding with the University of 
Portsmouth to establish a better mutually 
beneficial relationship stretching over the 
Solent to our nearest Higher Education 
provider; looking at civic research 
opportunities, raising aspirations and using 
their expertise and knowledge for current 
projects around the town.  

I have enjoyed the two monthly surgeries I am a 
part of and, over the next 4 years, I will remain 
dedicated to bridging the gap between people 
and politics, saving our heritage buildings for 
the community of Ryde and adding cultural 
excitement to our town. 
Jenna
Contact: jenna.sabine@rydetowncouncil.gov.uk

Surgeries, Lisa & Jenna: - first Wednesday of every month - Monkton Arts - 3.30pm
    - last Wednesday of every month - High Park Tavern - 5.30pm

RYDE EVENTS (see website for further information)
11TH SEPT - IW DAY AND THANK YOU FOR ALL THOSE RESIDENTS WHO SUPPORTED OTHERS 
DURING COVID19 
11/12TH SEPT - CLASSIC CAR EXTRAVAGANZA ON ESPLANADE WEEKEND AND OTHER EVENTS 
13TH/14TH SEPT - 90TH CELEBRATIONS FOR SCHNEIDER TROPHY


