
NEW WARD RYDE APPLEY AND ELMFIELD
This is my 17th Newsletter since 2016 and the last one as the elected 
member of Ryde East. On the 6th May, I will be standing for the new Ward of 
Ryde Appley and Elmfield as an Independent Candidate for IW Council and 
with the Our Ryde group for Ryde Town Council (see back page).

This newsletter includes the latest updates on local issues I have been 
tackling and provides a summary of my achievements over the past 4 years.

One of my principal achievements was the creation and celebration of the 
new Ward of Ryde Appley and Elmfield and the demise of the titles Ryde 
East and Ryde North East.

I successfully lobbied the Local Election Boundary Commission against the 
attempt by IW Council to arbitrarily split historic Elmfield in half and also 
separate it from historic Appley.

I have managed to retain both their community names and identity, and the 
electoral area will be known as Ryde Appley and Elmfield going forward. 

SAVE WESTRIDGE FARM
I am in constant contact with IW MP, Bob Seely, who has 
worked closely with me in opposing the application. Well over 
300 strong objections have been made by organisations and 
residents.

I am working closely with the tenant farmers of Westridge Farm 
in developing a long-term sustainable plan for the farm subject 
to defeating this decision.

It is very clear that Ryde has major over-development with 
over 1200+ new houses already with outline or full planning 
permission approval let alone this 465 property application.

The loss of a sustainable and working farm, and the 
environment it protects, has to be prevented.

I assure residents that I am doing all I can to make sure 
Westridge Farm and countryside is saved.

SAVE WESTRIDGE FARM CAMPAIGN CONTINUES
My biggest mission at present is the fight to Save Westridge Farm. I have personally submitted four 
lengthy comments detailing material objections, and also commissioned a legal report. The planning 
application is still being assessed by IW Council Planning Officers and will now not be presented to 
Planning Committee meetings scheduled March and April 2021.

It is now likely the application will not go to IWC Planning Committee until after the May elections. 

New Ryde Appley and Elmfield Ward

MICHAEL LILLEY
(and Muddie!)

LOOK LOCAL March 2021

      MICHAEL LILLEY
Newsletter from Councillor

Ryde East



ATTENDANCE
- I have a 97% attendance record for Full and Committee Meetings for Ryde Town and 
IW Council that I have a place on.

I have put forward over 15 specific motions including successfully motions on Child 
and Period Poverty, Climate Emergency, and Plastic Free Ryde. I have challenged and 
called-in IW Council decisions including on beach-huts, Ryde Harbour and Public 
Health.

RYDE COVID19 COMMUNITY RESPONSE TEAM
- At the beginning of the first Lockdown in March 2020 I initiated the Ryde Covid19 Community Response 
Team that has met weekly and bi-weekly to make sure all residents have had support if needed.

I also initiated the forming of an Island wide Hub of 26 Community Response groups coming together for 
voluntary action to support all Islanders.

PLANNING OBJECTIONS 
& ADDRESSING LARGE PLANNING APPLICATIONS 
- in Ryde East and neighbouring Wards. I have campaigned on getting Victoria 
Crescent Depot brownfield site to be used for housing as opposed to being used for 
a commercial storage container site, saving Westridge Farm and lobbying about the 
unsustainability of the Pennyfeathers housing development.

PROTECTION AND INCREASE OF GREEN SPACE  
- I successfully campaigned for 15 acres of green space off Nicholson Road to 
become public green space now called Rosemary Fields. I have enabled the right of 
way Route 55 (from Great Preston Road to Rosemary Lane) to be rebuilt. I have been 
working with residents in proposing that St. John’s Park be bought by Ryde Town 
Council to protect it. I am currently campaigning to ensure Appley Field remains 
a sports field currently used for archery and for Appley Park and Beach to be 
transferred to ownership of Ryde Town Council from IW Council.

EMPLOYMENT 
& JOB CREATION
- I have supported Ryde 
Business Association, 
campaigned to get 
investment into the Town, 
and initiated Ryde’s 
successful Ryde Kick-Start 
Bid to gain Government 
funding to create 42 work 
placements for young 
people aged 18-25. 

RYDE HERITAGE
- I have supported Ryde Town Council to successfully gain recognition as a Historic Town and gain £1M for 
the restoration of the High Street and Union Street, development of a plan to purchase and bring back Ryde 
Town Hall/Theatre, successfully purchased Vectis Hall and St. Thomas Church for community use.

COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT
- I have campaigned vigorously against cuts by IW Council, and have supported Ryde Town 
Council to fund with Ryde Aspire the Ryde Community Connector programme. Network Ryde 
Youth Service has been created for young people of the Town. In the last 4 years there has 
been over £1,000,000 distributed to Ryde voluntary sector including Ryde Carnival, the first 
IW Pride, Beach Football and Sport Festivals, Ticket Ryde festival, Monkton Arts Gallery, the 
Rowing Club and Ryde Bus Museum.

RYDE HARBOUR, BEACHES AND ESPLANADE
 - I have lobbied and campaigned for Ryde Harbour to be transferred to Ryde Town 
Council from IW Council. I am campaigning and encouraging the development and 
restoration of the Esplanade area, including getting deckchairs and other beach 
equipment back on Ryde beaches this summer.

ABANDONED CARS AND DOG FOULING
– I have increased the number of dog bins, and campaigned to get streets properly cleaned, pot-holes dealt 
with quickly and abandoned cars removed.

RESURFACING & REBUILDING OF ROADS
- I have been campaigning to get various roads in Ryde 
East resurfaced. 
High Park Road, Great Preston Road and Marlborough 
Road were meant to be rebuilt and resurfaced in 2020 
but were put back on Island Roads workplan due to 
Wightfibre putting in its network. I have made local 
resident’s views known how angry they were in this 
regard. I am assured that in 2021 these roads will be 
done, but I am keeping a watchful eye on Island Roads 
and lobbying hard.

TRANSFORMATION OF RYDE TOWN COUNCIL
- As Mayor of Ryde I have overseen the transformation of Ryde Town 
Council, the agreement and implementation of Ryde Place and Corporate 
Plans.

ACHIEVEMENTS OVER LAST 4 YEARS
I have served Ryde East (soon to be Ryde Appley and Elmfield) as the elected representative since 
2016 at Ryde Town Council and 2017 at IW Council. In addition in 2019 I was elected as Mayor of Ryde. 
I am a Ryde resident who lives in the Ward I represent. 

In May this year, I am standing for re-election to Ryde Town and IW Councils to represent you as 
Councillor for Ryde Appley and Elmfield. I will be seeking your support and vote based on my track 
record, so I felt it was important to list what I have done and achieved for residents of Ryde East and 
Ryde generally.

I have often been accused at IW Council of just focusing on the interests of Ryde. As I was elected to 
represent Ryde East my focus first and foremost has to be the best interests of Ryde.

PENNYFEATHERS
- I have put in major objections to the 
recent submission by the developers of 
Pennyfeathers in regard reserved matters. 
The site has outline planning permission but 
had a time limit to submit plans by 31st March 
2021 to complete a full application. Ryde Town 
Council has fully objected to these plans with 
myself, local residents and Ryde Society. IW 
Council Planning officers have yet to make a 
decision and I will keep you posted.

APPLEY TOWER’S FUTURE PLAN
- I have enabled a long-term plan for Appley 
Tower to be restored.

I have worked with Island charity Natural 
Enterprise (NE), Ryde Town and IW 
Councils in developing a long-term plan 
for the Tower. NE have been successful 
with gaining funding for a now completed 
feasibility study and the next stage of 
an implementation plan to apply for the 
£500,000 that is estimated to be needed to 
get the Tower restored and refurbished for 
community use. This work will hopefully be 
completed in 2023.

SUPPORT FOR WATERSIDE AND FUTURE OF CANOE LAKE
- The good news is Waterside Pool has a future and has plans to reopen after Lockdown. I supported 
Ryde Town Council to provide major funding to sustain Waterside through Covid Lockdown when it had 
to close, and lobbied IW Council to support an application for Government Funding. These two initiatives 
enabled Waterside to access about £150,000. I am now encouraging and supporting Waterside and Ryde 
Town Council to work together on developing a long-term plan of the restoration of the Canoe Lake and 
Waterside Pool site. This will be a major development. Currently the Canoe Lake is in a terrible condition 
and is fenced off due to an outbreak of Bird Flu. I will keep residents informed of progress.



OUR RYDE
Our Ryde is a community initiative to get a stronger voice for all Ryde residents in the decision making of 
Ryde and the development of a Master Plan for the Town so it grows and prospers with sound and strong 
infrastructure. I have been encouraging local residents to stand for Ryde Town Council in the forthcoming 
May elections so there is a more diverse and representative community voice on Ryde Town Council. In 
Ryde Appley and Elmfield and surrounding area, two women have come forward to stand with me for the 
three available Ryde Councillor places in the Ward. They are Lisa Carter and Jenna Sabine. 

IN MEMORY OF JOHN ACKROYD
John Ackroyd was a long-standing resident of Ryde East and sadly he died last year aged 83. I successfully 
campaigned to get John the honour of the Freedom of Ryde in 2018 for his amazing career as a great 
engineer, inventor and innovator.

John was the innovator behind designs of Cushion and Hovercraft, the 
first commercial Electric cars in the World, the fastest car in the World 
for over 18 years (Thrust), and Sir Richard Branson’s record-making 
balloons.

John was a real Ryde character and was an inspiration in our 
community. He will be sadly missed but his memory will live on with 
various plans to celebrate his life and work. I was honoured to attend 
his funeral and our hearts are with his family and friends.

SUPPORT RICHARD TO WALK THE WIGHT!
I am supporting Richard Younie of Sutton Close to raise £10,000 for the Mountbatten Hospice. Richard, a 
former long serving Ryde taxi driver, suffered a massive stroke which has left him with severe difficulty in 
walking. Everyday since January, Richard has been doing laps around Sutton Close and originally doing 92  
consecutive days to complete the distance of Walk the Wight, now bravely doing his laps everyday until 
September when 2021 Walk the Wight starts. He has raised £1030 so far. Please donate - it’s a great cause.
https://www.mountbatten.org.uk/news/richards-challenge-to-raise-10000-for-mountbatten-walk-the-wight-your-way

Hi my name is Lisa Carter, I am a mum with a pre-school age child, living and 
working in Ryde. I am a Performer, Burlesque Chair Dance Instructor and a Reiki 
Practitioner. I love our community; people are kind and friendly and I am keen to get 
to know the locals on my ward even better. 
I think it is important to listen and engage with what the community wants in order 
to be able to serve as a worthwhile councillor. We have so many positives to Ryde 
with our beautiful beaches, green spaces, playgrounds, local businesses, thriving 
high street and a great social calendar. I am keen to build on those positives, as well 
as improve the areas that need attention such as housing, anti-social behaviour and 
preserving our green spaces including saving Westridge Farm. 
Hi my name is Jenna Sabine, I believe in communities; that people need people. That 
people need places they feel they can connect to; and those places need culture. 
All that’s needed is imagination, respect of person and place, and a drive to make it 
happen. I want this for Ryde. 
Ryde Town Council has the capacity to be this driving force, but unless the people 
sat at its tables are as diverse and representative of Ryde’s demographic, how will 
they know what is needed and wanted by its people? 
I am also an advocate for promoting a more equitable and diverse culture. I 
believe communities are made of a mix of all sorts; and that respect, tolerance and 
acceptance are what make them strong. Ryde is foremost for the people who live 
and work here, let’s make it beautiful for ourselves!

John Ackroyd & Richard Noble with Thrust

CONTACT MICHAEL - WAYS TO GET IN TOUCH
EMAIL:  michael.lilley@iow.gov.uk      PHONE:  07769 551 578 (text if possible, can always leave a message)
FACEBOOK:  NEW: www.facebook.com/MichaelLilleyRydeCouncillor   PREVIOUS: GreenCouncillorRydeEast 

SURGERIES:  Suspended for time being due to Covid-19


