
WISHING YOU SEASONAL GREETINGS
I wish you and your family a wonderful time over the Seasonal holidays. 
We have not had an easy year and this has brought hardship and much 
heartache. The good news is that the Isle of Wight is Tier 1 at the time of 
printing this newsletter, and even through Covid19 positive tests and deaths 
can quickly change, the island is still low compared to mainland.

Although I have not directly lost loved ones, I know many who have, and like 
many I have not been able to see my children and grandchildren for over a 
year. My heart goes out to all and be reassured that throughout the year I 
have tried my best to make sure there was good support for residents and 
businesses in Ryde now and in the future.

As Mayor I have been focusing on what can be achieved through Ryde Town 
Council. I have chaired the Ryde Covid19 Community Response Team and 
lobbied heavily within IW Council to make sure the most vulnerable in Ryde 
have had the support they need.

SAVE WESTRIDGE FARM CAMPAIGN – THE FIGHT CONTINUES!
The biggest issue that currently preoccupies me is the objection to the proposed 475 houses on Westridge 
Farm (West Acre Park Development) which was submitted in July 2020 for planning permission. The 
consultation period has ended with nearly 400 objections and an on-line petition of 4000+. I have been 
working with the Holliday Family (the farmers) and a team of local residents to make sure substantial 
material objections are made. Both Ryde Town and Seaview and Nettlestone Councils have unanimously 
objected. I have submitted over 20 pages of detailed objections and with the wonderful support of a 
local resident from a legal background have submitted detailed legal objections especially around the 
infringement of the human rights of the farmer, his children and local residents.

I am presenting the petition to the planning committee on 8th December 2020. The application is likely 
to be before IW Planning Committee on 26th January 2021. I am working hard to get it refused, and the 
support of each one of you and the action you take in the coming weeks is so important in preventing the 
permanent loss of this agricultural and increasingly rare ecological resource.

ONLINE PETITION  -  you can still sign:     https://www.change.org/savewestridgefarm

Continued inside...

I do wish to give a special thank you to all of you who volunteered and helped your neighbours, family, 
friends and those who are vulnerable in the community. One of the things that shone this year in Ryde has 
been the community spirit.

Being Mayor I have overseen a radical change and restructuring at Ryde Town Council which has enabled 
the great staff team to not only respond to a very difficult year but also support some great new initiatives 
for the Town in the future post Covid19. This newsletter updates you on what I have been doing and 
provides you with some information on what has been happening in Ryde East and Ryde generally.

For more information on Tier 1 restrictions: 
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/local-restriction-tiers-what-you-need-to-know

MICHAEL LILLEY
(and Muddie!)

LOOK LOCAL December 2020

      MICHAEL LILLEY
Newsletter from Councillor

Ryde East



Victoria Crescent Depot – Update – Good News 
The good news is that the builder/developer of the site and IW Council are very near to positively resolving 
the overage situation. This means that the housing development of the 5 houses is now very likely to 
happen in 2021 and the option of containers/storage will not be used. I will keep residents posted.

Appley Tower – Progress in 2021 
Although it has been slow, Natural Enterprise the lead charity in regard the development of Appley Tower 
are seeking funding to appoint architects and surveyors to finalise the plans so applications can be made 
to renovate the Tower in next 2 years. Natural Enterprise are working with Monkton Arts in developing the 
future use of the Tower.

Road Updates in Ryde East 
The nightmare over the past 2 months has been WightFibre work which has not only caused much 
upheaval for residents in the ward, but has also resulted in High Park Road resurfacing to be put back 
causing residents much dismay. I have made complaints and these are ongoing. High Park Road has 
been rescheduled from October 2020 to early 2021. I am still pursuing Elm Close, Great Preston Rd and 
Marlborough Rd issues and also Appley/Marlborough Road/Oakfield School safety issues. I have to be 
honest and open, and share that I get frustrated by the response and lack of satisfactory resolution from 
Highways and Island Roads…I will continue to battle on.

Planning Updates – Puckpool Hill, Pennyfeathers, 155/158 Marlborough Road and Nicholson Road 
If Covid19 and its devastating impact on the community and residents of the Island has not been enough, 

NEW ELECTION WARD 2021 
– RYDE APPLEY AND ELMFIELD

The Local Boundary Commission has changed the 
Electoral Wards in Ryde. Ryde East has been redefined 
and renamed Ryde Appley and Elmfield.

The original proposal was to split the Ward into two and I 
opposed this and argued that the identity of Appley and 
Elmfield should not be lost. I won the argument and from 
May 2021 the new Ward of Appley and Elmfield will cover 
the Esplanade from and including the Canoe Lake to Appley 
Park & Beach, southwards to Bullen Rd and Great Preston 
Rd, including the whole of Easthill Rd. The St. John’s area of 
the existing Ryde East Ward and parts of Great Preston Rd 
will next year move over to a new Ward of Ryde South-East 
which will include Pennyfeathers, Oakfield, and St John’s.

NEWS IN RYDE EAST

I have been serving Ryde and Ryde East residents since 2016 and I will be 
standing for Ryde Appley and Elmfield in May 2021 elections as an Independent  

continuing doing all I can for both residents and Ryde.

SAVE WESTRIDGE FARM CONT’D
The West Acre Park (Westridge Farm) development is not needed, there are brownfield sites that must be 
used first before destroying forever greenfield and an ancient local farm used for many purposes over the 
centuries including orchard, timber, sheep and pigs and presently dairy. A natural limited resource with a 
history that stretches back for more than 700 years.

Website:   https://savewestridgefarm.org.uk/

Facebook:   https://www.facebook.com/savewestridgefarm/



RYDE IS REBUILDING, RENOVATING 
AND CREATING OPPORTUNITIES FOR RESIDENTS

I have been pro-active in initiating or supporting a range of projects that will improve the Town and oppor-
tunities for residents:

• Vectis Hall – Ryde Town Council (RTC) has purchased the derelict Vectis Hall to work with the community 
in rebuilding it. A consultation will be taking place in 2021.

• St. Thomas’ Church – Ryde Town Council is finalising the purchase of the Church to be a larger facility 
for Network Ryde (youth service) and a community and youth innovation centre. There is a current 
consultation in progress.

• Ryde Town Hall/Theatre – Ryde Town Council proposes to take out a three year lease with the current 
owner with the option to purchase. This gives time to raise the £5-8Million needed to bring it back 
to viable use in 21st Century. A feasibility study has been commissioned and completed, and this is 
currently being considered.

• Ryde HAZ, Historic Action Zone – Ryde Town Council with IW Council secured about £1M from Historic 
England to rejuvenate High St and Union St. Pedestrianisation of the High Street has been put in place, 
a new Ryde Historic Action Zone Shop (19 High St) opening shortly, and a Ryde HAZ Manager in post.

• Ryde Kick Start Programme creating Jobs for 18-24 yr olds – Ryde Town Council has submitted a Ryde 
job creation programme which will create over 30 placements with local employers. Contact Network 
Ryde Administrator for further information: admin@networkryde.org

• Support for Waterside Pool – I have continually advocated for and supported Ryde’s Waterside 
swimming pool and beach lifeguard service, and voted for funding to assist with the loss of income 
caused to the pool through the Lockdown. I am pleased that it is to reopen.

• St. John’s Park, Rosemary Fields and Greening Ryde – Ryde has a deficit of green public space and 
I have been active this year in getting more green space opened up. I am working with residents of 
Easthill and Westhill to find a sustainable future for St. John’s Park and Wood under RTC guardianship 
with a new resident support group. I managed to get 15 acres on the Nicholson Road Site near railway 
line and glad to see many residents using it. It has been named Rosemary Fields by local residents. 
I have been working with a range of groups to audit green space in Ryde so in 2021 we can have a 
greener Town.

• Network Ryde (Youth Service) – Ryde Town Council has an award winning youth service and I have 
supported them recently in establishing a young people’s allotment, working closer with local shops, 
involvement in the Ryde HAZ, and in developing a virtual youth club.

• Helping Local Shops and Businesses – I am passionate about using local shops and businesses as 
opposed to Amazon, and Covid19 has shown how important using local shops, pubs and restaurants is. 
I was so please to reopen the fabulous refurbished High Park Tavern after the first Lockdown and hope 
to pop in during December. The local SPAR and Premier are shops that have served this community so 
well through Covid19. I was excited to recently open Pickle and Dill, Ryde High Street, that specialises in 
selling locally produced food.

RYDE NEWS

developers have continued with their planning applications.

In addition to the huge and unacceptable West Acre Park application, I am also objecting to: 50 houses 
on Puckpool Hill, Taking land 155/158 Marlborough Road to expand Westridge Junction, Pennyfeathers 
variation orders, and Nicholson Road. The later did get planning permission although I fiercely objected. I 
am making sure IW Council continue to consult with residents and involve residents in the Nicholson Road 
development, land which IW Council own. I did manage to get the bottom fields of Nicholson Rd application 
open as a green space (now called Rosemary Fields). 155/158 and Pennyfeathers have yet to be resolved 
and I am trying hard to get them rejected. I have also opposed an application in Grasmere Avenue.

I tried to get a moratorium, i.e. a halt to developments during Covid19 but failed and I am supporting 
Ryde Town Council to call for a stop on large scale development applications until there is a proper 
infrastructure plan for Ryde.

It is madness to continue with any development in the area without an acceptable plan for infrastructure 
and community service provision being in place prior to planning applications being past.



HELP THIS XMAS! BIG WARM XMAS IN RYDE
Ryde Town Council in partnership with Aspire, Sovereign, Southern Housing, Ryde Food Bank, Ryde Family 
Centre (Barnardo’s), Network Ryde (Youth Service), Ryde Business Association, IW Council, Community 
Action IW (Community Resilience Team), IW CAB and other Ryde stakeholders make up the Ryde 
Community Response Team. This team has pooled resources to make sure everyone in Ryde has access 
to support this Xmas. Food, toys for children, access to telephone support (a friendly voice), help with 
fuel costs, support and advice to make sure if you need help you get help.

Ring Aspire  01983 716020  or email:   reception@aspireryde.org.uk 
Vulnerable Residents Helpline:  01983 823600 (Mon to Fri 9am-5pm, Sat 9am-1pm) 
Email:  contact.centre@iow.gov.uk 
IW Covid19 Information website:  https://crisis.communityactionisleofwight.org.uk

Please email or phone (text if possible) me if you are not getting a response over Xmas.

COVID19 – COMMUNITY SUPPORT
Throughout the first Lockdown a focus team called the Ryde Covid19 Community Response Team met daily 
to make sure the most vulnerable in Ryde and those is isolation got support. This then concentrated on the 
post Lockdown period over the summer and met twice weekly virtually during second Lockdown. As Mayor 
I chaired these meetings and with our combined efforts it was a major success in bringing all the local 
stakeholders together with about 300 active volunteers.

CONTACT MICHAEL - WAYS TO GET IN TOUCH
EMAIL:  michael.lilley@iow.gov.uk      PHONE:  07769 551 578 (text if possible, can always leave a message)

FACEBOOK:  www.facebook.com/GreenCouncillorRydeEast
SURGERIES:  Suspended for time being due to Covid-19

CHRISTMAS AT ST JOHN’S 
Sadly, for health and safety reasons we are unable to gather in 

the church building for the foreseeable future. 

However, we are delighted to be able to worship in                
Oakfield Primary School. 

We are planning to hold the following services: 

Christmas Carol Service 
Sunday 20th Dec at 6.30pm* 

Christmas Eve 
Communion – 10.30am - in the Church Hall 

Nativity Service – 4pm* 
“Midnight in Bethlehem” Communion – 9.30pm* 

Christmas Day 
Family Communion Service – 10am 

It is possible that plans may have to change, so check on 
Facebook   ‘St John’s and Holy Trinity Ryde’ @stjohnsryde 

or 
Look us up on  www.achurchnearyou.com 

* These will require (free) pre-booking – contact us 
01983 564433 or 617174 

PLEASE DO NOT CONTACT THE SCHOOL 


