
CELEBRATING THE SUMMER IN RYDE AS MAYOR
The Summer is now in full swing. In May I was elected as Mayor of Ryde and 
have started to attend events.

As Mayor I get to choose a charitable and community cause and I have 
chosen the emotional well-being of young people in Ryde,  and supporting 
local charities and voluntary groups that support Ryde children and young 
people. As a Granddad myself, I am very conscious that we need to invest in 
and support future generations.

I continue to fight on local issues such as planned developments, poor 
roads, needs of vulnerable residents, poverty and community resources.

I am keen in the next 12 months to see more action in regeneration of Ryde 
and the development of improved facilities and job opportunities. This 
newsletter provides an update on issues I have been involved in on your 
behalf. The back page lists a range of Summer events you and your family 
may wish to attend and enjoy.

IT’S OFFICIAL – RYDE APPLEY AND ELMFIELD!
The Boundary Commission has published their final report on the new boundaries of IW Council wards and 
have agreed to renaming Ryde East to Ryde Appley and Elmfield. This re-establishment of the community 
identity names of Appley and Elmfield with the IW and Ryde Councils is really welcomed as two years ago 
the proposal was to split Elmfield across two wards. 

SUPPORTING CHILDREN IN LOCAL SCHOOLS
I recently opened as Mayor a new library space at Oakfield School and enjoyed reading to pupils. Parents 
had produced a fantastic mural which included Appley Tower and Park with a range of story book 
characters such as Gruffalo and Hungry Caterpillar.  I have also supported an exciting project in Dover Park 
School that has involved retired local engineers that worked on the IW Black Arrow Rocket in 1960/70s 
talking about rocket science. I have worked with Wight Aviation Museum in raising money for the project 
from Heritage Lottery. In June I went with Year 5 class to visit Winchester Science Centre. So we might have 
future engineers, scientists and astronauts. 

APPLEY TOWER
The feasibility study for the future of Appley Tower has nearly been completed and should be available at a 
future Ward meeting. Architects have come up with plans to adapt the Tower into a multi-use building that 
can combine community and tourism access alongside bringing in income for its sustainable future.

The proposal is on the upstairs floor accessed by external stairs, a new mezzanine floor is put in with 
access by a circular stairway which then goes up to the Tower turret which would have safety glass around 
it so people could view the Solent. The internal floor space would have beds that come down from the 
sides so it could sometimes be hired out as Air B & B and at other times used for community events/
exhibitions. The basement/ground-floor to be possibly used as a community history café and shop. There 
are discussions with heritage and planning officers. I will keep you posted.

MICHAEL LILLEY
(and Muddie!)
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CLIMATE EMERGENCY!
At the next full council meeting in July, I am proposing a cross-party motion on Climate Change which 
commits IW Council to recognise there is a Climate Emergency and commits to undertaking local action 
to reduce carbon emissions on the Island significantly by 2030. 

SUMMARY:
This has been a busy year.

My priority has been to make sure the voices of Ryde East 
residents are heard and that the issues that affect local 
lives are championed so residents’ health and well-being is 
improved.

My newsletter goes to 1900 households - 3 editions distributed since May 2018. 
I have held 11 monthly meetings with over 400 attendancies.

ON IW COUNCIL I HAVE:
 ✔ Been appointed as Vice-Chair of IW Council Scrutiny Committee.

 ✔ Been active in a number of challenges of Council decisions (Call-Ins) including Ryde Harbour.

 ✔ Been a regular committee member on Adult Social Care and Health, Regeneration, Planning and 
Joint Consultative Management Committees.

 ✔ Led two Task and Finish Groups.

 ✔ Written two reports for Scrutiny on Commercialisation and Suicide Prevention.

 ✔ Put forward 4 motions to Full IW Council particularly around child poverty.

 ✔ Successfully persuaded the IW Council to reconsider targets on child poverty.

 ✔ Successfully persuaded the IW Council to support the IW Red Box project in tackling period 
poverty. 

MAIN ACHIEVEMENTS IN 2018-19:
 ✔ 72 specific resident cases with 89% resolution. 15 on-going community issues including 

campaigning on road improvement, cleaner streets and dog fouling reduction, preserving green 
spaces in ward, and supporting residents’ objections to large developments in ward without 
proper infrastructure.

 ✔ Gaining funding to develop a sustainable plan for Appley Tower.

 ✔ Working with residents and developer in regard former Victoria Crescent Depot site to find a 
long-term use that all stakeholders agree on.

 ✔ Building a working relationship with IW Council officers and residents in relation to Nicholson 
Road development. 

 ✔ Raising funds and supporting the work of Ryde Food Bank.

 ✔ Gaining funding for a Ryde Community Development post.

 ✔ Persuading the Local Authorities Boundary Commission to preserve the identity of Appley and 
Elmfield communities within a new Ward of Ryde Appley & Elmfield from 2021.

MY ANNUAL REPORT 2018-19

RYDE EAST WARD
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Michael reading stories to Oakfield 
schoolchildren in their new library space

MAYOR MICHAEL

NEW RESIDENTS’ ASSOCIATION

HCRA are fundraising and you can support them by donating and/or joining. Membership is £2 per annum 
and is open not only to residents of Hope Rd and Circular Rd, but also to people who live elsewhere who 
may wish to join as Associate Members to support them.        Email:   hcra@gmx.co.uk

Hope Rd & Circular Rd residents have formed a new 
Residents’ Association (HCRA) to promote, protect and 
defend the rights of residents and properties in the two 
roads. They also aim to protect and defend against any 
loss or degradation of local area amenity and environment. 
They are presently fund raising to help residents of Hope 
Rd to defend their existing Rights of Way on the unmade 
lane to Westridge Farm. Residents have given notice to the 
developers of the contentious 80 houses on land that was 
formerly part of the farm that they do not wish their Rights 
of Way to be amended or altered in any manner and that 
they will defend their rights in court. I have been informed if 
the rights are defended then the developers will not be able 
to proceed with the building of the 80 houses unless they 
establish an alternative access to the site.

Victoria Crescent (former depot site)
I have undertaken considerable talks with the 
developer of the site, planning officers and local 
residents. The proposal is for 4 bungalows and one 
2-storey house. Planners are recommending the 
scheme and building work could start next year. The 
developer/builder has met several residents to iron 
out concerns and develop a stronger relationship. 
It is an example that having good communication 
with local residents and development is the best 
way forward. This scheme is preferable than the 
site being used as a commercial storage site as 
previously planned and keeps the area residential.

Nicolson Road Development 
& Ryde Community Orchard
IW Council Regeneration Officers inform me 
plans for this site will be available Sept 2019 for 
presentation and around this time IW Council will 
submit an outline planning permission application. 
The site will be a combination of eco-styled 
business units and community facilities such as a GP 
surgery and health hub. There is rich ecology on the 
site and any design has to preserve the hedgerows 
and natural habitats. There is land which could be 
used to establish a Ryde Community Orchard and I 
am in talks about making this a real opportunity.

Alexandra Road 
Resurfaced recently and is already collapsing. Island 
Roads responded to my objections as follows: “We 
have been trying to establish the root cause of the 
failure which we now believe is ground water.  Our 
intention is to execute the required reconstruction 
during May when the conditions are likely to be 
more favourable for the operations which we need 
to carry out.  In the meantime we will continue 
to monitor Alexandra Road as part of our routine 
inspection regime to ensure any actionable defects 
are repaired.” I will keep you posted.

Pennyfeathers & Derelict Houses Westridge Junction
I am working with IW Council Empty Properties 
Officer to get a Section 215 order on the owners of 
derelict houses at Westridge Junction to force the 
owners to bring these sites back into reasonable 
condition. I’m also exploring if the properties can 
be compulsory purchased. They’re a disgrace, and I 
have it as a priority concern.

Westridge Farmland & Housing Development
Protecting Westridge Farm and housing 
development are still major issues in the Ward and 
a recent planning application for a pumping station 
indicates that there will be pending applications 
for housing on the site in the next few months. I am 
opposing the Pumping Station planning application 
as I believe this is an enabling development, and I’m 
trying to arrange talks with the proposed developer. 
I will try to keep you updated.

ROADS AND DEVELOPMENT UPDATES IN RYDE EAST
I am constantly lobbying Island Roads about the state of the roads in the Ward, and I am planning my 
annual walk around the Ward roads with Highways and Island Roads.
Resurfacing dates from Island Roads are as follows (dates can change):

Marlborough Road, 7-12 October 2019       Great Preston Road, 19-25 September 2019
High Park Road & Somerset Road - Not yet programmed and I am challenging this.
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CONTACT MICHAEL - WAYS TO GET IN TOUCH
EMAIL:  michael.lilley@iow.gov.uk

TEL:  07769 551 578 (You can always leave a message)
FACEBOOK:  www.facebook.com/greencouncillorRydeEast

SURGERIES:  First Thursday each month, St. John’s Church Hall, 6-7pm (No surgery Aug 2019)

USEFUL NUMBERS
 ˗ Ambulance, Fire, Police, Coastguard:

 ˗ Emergency: 999
 ˗ Non-emergency: 101

 ˗ NHS 111 (Non-emergency medical help): 111
 ˗ Gas Emergency: 0800 111 999
 ˗ Electricity Emergency: 0800 072 7282
 ˗ Water Emergency: 0330 303 0368
 ˗ Southern Water Leakline: 0800 820 999
 ˗ Environment Agency: 0800 80 70 60

 ˗ Floodline: 0345 988 1188
 ˗ IW Council (Emergency): 01983 823316 

(out of office hours 01983 821105)
 ˗ Social Services (Adult): 01983 814980
 ˗ Social Services (Child): 0300 300 0117
 ˗ WarmerWight (Footprint Trust energy saving 

experts): 01983 822282
 ˗ IW Fire & Rescue Service FREE home fire 

safety check: 01983 407075

SUMMER WARD MEETINGS - COME ALONG AND TAKE PART
St. John’s Church Hall, first Thursday each month 7-9pm. Guest Speakers to be invited.

1st Aug No ward meeting this month.  
5th Sep Thurs 7-9pm –   Update on Local Developments in Ward – Westridge Farmland  
3rd Oct Thurs 7-9pm –   Appley Tower and Park – Recent Feasibility Study 
7th Nov Thurs 7-9pm –   Adult Social Care In Ryde East

SUMMER EVENTS
As Mayor of Ryde I am officiating at a variety of Ryde events, 
which really celebrate the people of Ryde, please come along.  
Check out all the Summer events on Ryde Town Council website: 

https://www.rydetowncouncil.org.uk/calendar/ 

19th July, 7pm - Mayors Appeal Service
The Mayor, Ryde Town Council and St. John’s Church 
fundraise to support the emotional well-being of young 
people in Ryde. 
St. John’s Church, High Park Road

20th July – IW Pride 2019
IW Pride’s 3rd annual parade down Union Street in Ryde 
and many activities on Ryde Beach.

27th July - Wight Wave Beach Sports Festival
An exciting new event on Appley Beach which celebrates 
all beach sports from beach soccer to volleyball, paddle 
boarding to swimming.

2nd – 4th August – Party on the Park
Held every year in Western Gardens this family friendly 
event carries on the Ryde Summer of community fun.

28th, 29th & 31st August  – Ryde Carnivals 
The annual 3 pronged Ryde Carnival is always fun and 
Ryde Carnival is officially UK’s most popular carnival!

ISLE OF WIGHT HAS 
UNESCO 

BIOSPHERE STATUS!
The Isle of Wight is now one of only 3 
sites in England judged by UNESCO as 
a unique environmental site and thus 
includes Ryde.

As Mayor of Ryde and a Green 
Independent I am really proud this 
has been achieved.

The 2019 Ryde Mardis Gras celebrated 
this new Biosphere Status.

I am working with Isle of Wight 
Council and Ryde Town Council 
to celebrate this new status by 
establishiing a Ryde Community 
Orchard on the Nicolson Road site off 
Right of Way route 55.

UNESCO:

United Nations Educational, Scientific 
and Cultural Organisation

https://en.unesco.org/


