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Muddie and I wish you all much happiness and hope at this time of 
festive celebrations.

2018 has been an eventful year. It would be wrong to not be aware that 
for many it has been a tough year with austerity still a reality.

As your local Councillor I have seen many families and individuals that 
have experienced hard times. I visit Grace’s Church, Marlborough Road 
regularly, where the Ryde Foodbank is based, and hear the many stories 
of daily struggle.

In May this year, when Councillors voted for an increase in their 
allowance, I voted against this as I felt it was not right to receive what 
could be described a pay increase when others in the Ward were using 

WISHING YOU A VERY MERRY XMAS
& HAPPY NEW YEAR

- A MESSAGE FROM MICHAEL

the Food Bank. I have since donated this money to the Food Bank and in February 2019 will be holding 
my yearly Pancake Day fund raising event for them. Please drop off any food to Grace’s Church (Tuesday 
and Thursday Mornings) as this could be a real lifeline for families in need this Xmas. This newsletter 
provides information of my work on your behalf since the last edition in July. I will continue to raise the 
Ryde East Flag in 2019, and make sure your voice is heard.

Wishing you much hope and peacefulness in 2019, Michael

FIGHTING FOR GREEN SPACE, 
COMMUNITY ASSETS AND IDENTITY

The big issues for Ryde East has been the continued 
campaign against development in the Ward of large housing 
developments whilst there is no real infrastructure planned 
such as roads that can take existing traffic let alone the 
increase, not enough GPs, and much more.

The loss of agricultural and green space has been the Ward’s 
reality and I have worked with local residents to try and get 
our voices heard. A big issue has been IW Council’s move to 
sell off or relinquish community owned assets such as Apply 
Tower and now Ryde Harbour. I am continuing to fight that 

these important Ryde facilities are not sold off the same way as derelict Ryde Town Theatre and Ryde Ice 
Arena and will continue this fight into 2019. 

I did win recognition from the Local Government Boundary Commission in 2018 to preserve Ryde East 
(Appley, Elmfield, and St. John’s) as a Ward with addition of all East Hill and West Hill, and a proposed 
name change to Ryde North East from 2021. Hopefully this will be confirmed by 2020.
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ACTION  IN 
RYDE  EAST  WARD

           PENNYFEATHERS
There is still not any news on Pennyfeathers, 
although the development has resulted in the 
reorganisation of the Wards by the Local Boundary 
Commission to give potential future householders 
a vote from 2021. If no full development 
application is submitted by September 2020 and 
approved then the outline planning permission 
will be rescinded.

I will keep you posted. 

Derelict Houses at top of Marlborough Road 
(connected to Pennyfeathers Development) 
are just in a disgusting state of repair and I am 
pursuing a Section 215 order which forces the 
owner to clear up the whole area. 

      VICTORIA CRES. DEPOT 
I have been liaising with the owner of the land 
about a development of bungalows on site 
that would fit the site and meet the needs and 
acceptance of the surrounding houses. This could 
form part of a new planning application in 2019 
and I will keep local residents updated of any 
progress.

NICOLSON ROAD 
DEVELOPMENT

Cllr Hutchinson (Cabinet Member 
responsible for Ryde Regeneration) has 
stated:

“The Road issues surrounding the Nicolson 
Road Development are particularly difficult. 
We recognise that the solution will have to 
produce acceptable traffic patterns and it is 
the intention to create a new exit, building 
this into the phased change needed to 
produce an acceptable development. 
This will depend upon agreements being 
reached on land not in our ownership, 
but we do have some control in requiring 
an agreed traffic management plan, and 
can put conditions on a development that 
insists upon this.” 

Richard Berry, IWC RegenerationTeam has 
also stated:

“A second round of public consultation 
events will be held in the new year, where 
there will be a chance to see how the initial 
ideas from the consultation have been 
incorporated into the plans, bring forward 
any other questions and ideas, and learn 
about the next stages for this project to 
bring a sustainable community-focussed 
place for jobs and businesses into Ryde.”

DOUBLE YELLOW LINES, 
PARKING & ROAD SAFETY

Three priorities in regard Double Yellow Lines 
and Parking are as follows:

Elm Close – I did raise the dangerous 
issue of access to and from this close 
and was able to get the Cabinet Member 
for Transport to visit the site. A new 
assessment has been undertaken and I am 
awaiting progress in early 2019.

Hope Road – Sadly I lost this battle. 
Although Called-In the delegated decision 
by the Cabinet Member for Transport in 
October was to issue a Traffic Regulation 
Order to put double yellow lines. I was 
unable to stop it and since then the 
DYLs have been painted and the housing 
development on Hope Road is looking to 
commence. I am supporting residents on 
Hope Road with their access rights.

Long Orchard - I am continuing to fight for 
double yellow lines by the access to Long 
Orchard but as yet no success.
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SUPPORT FOR VOLUNTARY SECTOR 
ELECTED TO CHAIR OF VOLUNTARY SECTOR FORUM

I have recently been elected to be the Chair of the representative body for all voluntary sector 
organisations and charities on the Island. This is a great honour. The work of over 1500 groups/
organisations including Red Box, Foodbank, Aspire, In-Shore Rescue, and many more, provides an 
important life-line for so many. I want to advocate more support for the sector, its work and its many 
courageous volunteers. 

SAVE RYDE HARBOUR 
& APPLEY TOWER 

I am pursuing viable futures for both Appley 
Tower and Ryde Harbour in 2019.

The application for funding for the feasibility 
study work for Appley Tower was unsuccessful 
but I am continuing working with the charity 
Island 2000 and Ryde Town Council on raising 
funds for the study.

In the meantime, IW Council has announced 
it wants to sell the Harbour/Marina, and I 
put forward a motion to Ryde Town Council 
to consider taking over the harbour from IW 
Council who have said they would consider 
selling the harbour to RTC for £1.

 IW COUNCIL BUDGET 
2019-20, SCRUTINY AND 

CALL-INS
As Vice-Chair of Scrutiny, I am looking closely 
at the £5M plus proposed savings/cuts by the 
Council and challenging these.

I have been actively exploring alternative ways 
the Council could maintain services but also 
make savings.

I have challenged the Council over the 
increase to Beach Huts rentals, cut to the Local 
Area Coordinators and currently the sell-off of 
the Harbour. 

I will continue to make sure the voices of Ryde 
East residents are heard.

FIGHTING POVERTY: 
FOODBANK & 

RED BOX PROJECT
For many in the Ward, austerity has not ended 
as suggested recently by the Prime Minister, 
and I continue to support the work of Ryde 
Foodbank by raising funds and highlighting the 
important work they do.

I have recently supported the Red Box Project 
that provides free menstrual products in red 
boxes in IW Schools for young women as part 
of a campaign to fight period poverty. I put 
forward a motion at a full council meeting and 
raised awareness of this issue.  

70 ST. JOHN’S ROAD
This house has been derelict and empty for 
many years and now is sold and being re-built. 
I worked with the owner and IW Council empty 
property officer to bring this house back into 
use.

ROAD MAINTENANCE 
& TRAFFIC ISSUES

Overall, I have continually raised the 
problems with traffic in Ryde East and Ryde 
overall with Cabinet Member for Transport, 
Highways and Island Roads.

I had my annual Ward walk with Island 
Roads and Highway officers in July and 
have an on-going priority list. Great 
Preston, High Park and Marlborough Roads 
are scheduled to be re-surfaced in 2019-20. 
I am very vigilant that this schedule often 
gets put back but I have been reassured 
this work is going to happen, but I will 
continue to keep you posted when I have 
exact dates.

The speed of the traffic on these roads 
and Appley and Bullen Roads is at times 
dangerous and I am challenging Highways 
and Island Roads to look at how speed of 
traffic can be effectively reduced and our 
roads made safer.
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CONTACT MICHAEL - WAYS TO GET IN TOUCH
EMAIL:  michael.lilley@iow.gov.uk          TEL:  07769 551 578 (You can always leave a message)
FACEBOOK:  www.facebook.com/greencouncillorRydeEast
ONLINE:  Hopefully my website will soon be ready, apologies for the delay.
SURGERIES:  First Thursday each month St. John’s Church Hall, 6-7pm. NB. No January 2019 surgery.

 ˗ Ambulance, Fire, Police, Coastguard:
 ˗ Emergency: 999
 ˗ Non-emergency: 101

 ˗ NHS 111 (Non-emergency medical help): 111
 ˗ Gas Emergency: 0800 111 999
 ˗ Electricity Emergency: 0800 072 7282
 ˗ Water Emergency: 0330 303 0368
 ˗ Southern Water Leakline: 0800 820 999
 ˗ Environment Agency: 0800 80 70 60

 ˗ Floodline: 0345 988 1188
 ˗ IW Council (Emergency): 01983 823316 

(out of office hours 01983 821105)
 ˗ Social Services (Adult): 01983 814980
 ˗ Social Services (Child): 0300 300 0117
 ˗ WarmerWight (Footprint Trust energy saving 

experts): 01983 822282
 ˗ IW Fire & Rescue Service FREE home fire 

safety check: 01983 407075

USEFUL NUMBERS

Cllr. MICHAEL LILLEY

WINTER/SPRING WARD MEETINGS 
- COME ALONG AND TAKE PART

First Thursday of every month from 7pm at St. John’s Church Hall. Each month has a lead topic chosen 
by residents. There is no January 2019 meeting. 
7 Feb   –   Developers of Hope Road (Captiva Homes) to talk with residents 
7 Mar   –   Nicolson Road Development presentation (to be confirmed)


