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MICHAEL LILLEY RYDE EAST

MICHAEL LILLEY

NOW AN INDEPENDENT GREEN !
I apologise for not writing to all residents before I made my final decision 
as I had just circulated my April Newsletter and have had to wait till now 
to give the news in this edition.

Over the last 12 months it has been difficult to balance the needs of 
residents I represent with the demands of the local Isle of Wight Green 
Party.

I came to a decision although I have very strong beliefs and values 
around the environment and social justice which is why I joined and 
stood for the Green Party in Ryde East, I could not be an effective local 
councillor whilst meeting the demands of the local Isle of Wight Green 
Party.

I decided that the most important people were the residents of Ryde East 
(you) and you had to come first. I felt I could serve you more effectively as 
an Independent Green.

My decision will enhance my work for residents and businesses in the Ward, and in fact over the past two 
months I have felt more at ease and able to get many more things done.

VICE-CHAIR OF SCRUTINY
I am active on several committees on the IW Council including the Scrutiny Committee.

At the full council meeting in May, I was elected as Vice Chair of Scrutiny. This enables me to actively 
challenge and question the ruling administration.

In the last few months I have been involved in cross party groups looking at Suicide Prevention and 
Affordable/Social Housing and how these two important social issues could be improved on the Island. 

BOUNDARY CHANGES 
HISTORIC ELMFIELD, APPLEY AND ST. JOHN’S

The Boundary Commission are currently looking at the Isle of Wight electoral Ward boundaries.  Each 
Council Ward will have to have about 2800 voters within it. Ryde East currently has approx. 2800. 
However, in theory if all the building development such as Pennyfeathers etc. happens by 2023, the Ward 
could exceed 6000 voters.

• This has meant splitting up the existing Ward and redrawing Ward boundaries in Ryde as other Wards 
in Ryde have lower numbers of voters.

• One proposal is that Elmfield is split into two along Arundel Road, and one half and Appley is 
removed from the ward, and there is a new Ward created of ‘Elmfield’ and Pennyfeathers. I am arguing 
against this as the boundary commission have to take into consideration the identity of a cohesive 
community. I am arguing that historically and now Ryde East does have a strong existing community 
identity encompassing Appley and Elmfied and that this should be respected and maintained.
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ACTION  IN 
RYDE  EAST  WARD

        PENNYFEATHERS
There is little news on the development at 

this time but I will keep you posted. 

        VICTORIA CRESCENT DEPOT
A recent planning application for 6 houses was refused 
by IW Council Planning. I supported this refusal due 
to the 3 x two storey houses overlooking residents 
gardens. However, I do think the site would be good for 
bunglalows and we do need to find a use for this site 
that fits the land owner and the local residents.

I am consulting with the land owner, local housing 
associations and IW Council about the site being only 
for bungalows and particularly for older adults needing 
to down size in the area but wishing to remain in the 
community. Victoria Crescent would be a peaceful idyll 
in this quiet residential area.  

NICOLSON ROAD & 
GREEN INDUSTRIAL PARK

This development is progressing and 
currently the proposal is for an extension 
to the current industrial development. 
No housing but a green inspired and 
environmentally friendly eco-business park.

Consultants have been commissioned by IW 
Council and this Autumn will be consulting 
with the local community. Around Sept/Oct 
there should be draft plans to see and I will 
be arranging for consultants to present at a 
Ryde East Ward meeting. 

     RYDE FOODBANK 
     & FIGHTING POVERTY

Ryde Foodbank is at Grace’s Church, Marlborough Road 
and is a project I try to support as much as possible.

I raised over £600 this year with my annual Pancake Day 
event and hope to raise more next year.

I am working with IW Foodbank, CAB, Aspire and other 
organisations in collating data about poverty in Ryde 
and across the Island to present to IW Council’s Scrutiny 
Committee in the Autumn. 

        ISLE ACCESS & ACCESSIBILITY
I have supported Isle Access, a group of IW residents 
campaigning for accessibility for all, especially those 
who use wheel chairs or those with sight impairment 
amongst others.

Isle Access is raising funding to open a Café at the 
Esplanade Station with a range of accessibility 
information, equipment and facilities such as a changing 
room toilet for adults.

I supported an application for £10,000 from Ryde 
Town Council with other councillors for the Café and 
working with Isle Access on getting Appley Beach more 
accessible. 

DOUBLE YELLOW LINES 
& ROAD SAFETY

There are three roads I am continually 
campaigning about regarding double yellow 
lines. I did campaign for double yellow lines 
on Appley Road in front of St. John’s Church 
and this has improved the safety of the East 
Hill/St.John’s Hill junction.  The three roads 
are as follows:

Hope Road – Supporting residents 
against double yellow lines and still 
awaiting the report.

Elm Close – Campaigning with local 
residents on the urgent need for 
double yellow lines.

Long Orchard on Marlborough Road 
– Campaigning with local residents on 
the dangerous access to this Close due 
to cars/vans parking on main road and 
causing a total blind spot. 
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Appley Tower

WORKING FOR BIOSPHERE ISLAND
I am supporting the application for the Isle of Wight to become a UNESCO Biosphere Reserve. There 
are currently only 6 in the British Isles including Isle of Man. This simply means that the Island would 
be recognised as a special place where the community is working with its environment. My beliefs 
and values are based on finding a balance between human and environment needs. Below are 
examples of what would be the key principles involved as follows:

• Protect our natural resources
• Develop our economy in a sustainable way
• Support and promote our cultural heritage
• Make our environmental impact positive wherever possible
• Engage with local community
• Promote our outstanding living landscape and seascape through active involvement
• Advocate for social justice and the health and well-being of all Island Citizens 

I feel the above does sum up my work in Ryde East and these encompass the range of things I do. 

                SAVE APPLEY TOWER 
                CAMPAIGN CONTINUES

Appley is such an important greenspace and Appley Day on 16th 
June showed how many people loved it and want to see it has a long 
sustainable future.  During the day between 2000-3000 people were 
actively involved in activity in the Park and Beach from tree climbing to 
the weekly Park run.

I had permission for the day to open up the Tower for guided tours and 
just under 300 people of all ages took part, Unfortunately, many were 
turned away due to the restricted numbers as the Tower is small inside.

The open day was part of a feasibility study and people were able to 
share their ideas for the future of the Tower.

We have now linked with the Charity, Island 2000, and they are now 
working with a consultant funded by IW Council, on an application for 
funding a full feasibility study on the future of the Tower. 

   ST. JOHN’S & 
175 YEARS OF HISTORY
This month I have been celebrating 
with Oakfield C of E School on their 
new building including a wonderful 
community room for hire in the 
newly renovated old building.

It was a joy to attend the official 
celebratory opening with the Bishop 
of Portsmouth.

On the 15th July, I celebrated with 
others in the community the 175 
years birthday of St John’s Church.

St. John’s is a real community 
church and its hall is used for many 
community events and activities. 

ROAD MAINTENANCE 
& TRAFFIC ISSUES

I am campaigning as hard as I can on getting the roads in the 
Ward repaired, re-built and maintained. Some of the Ward’s roads 
are in a terrible state. I am lobbying IW Council and Island Roads 
but at times I feel I am not being listened to. The five main road 
issues/cases are as follows:

Amherst Road. Campaigning with local residents to get 
Amherst Road and roads off it to be adopted as being 
un-adopted means Island Roads do not clean and maintain 
it. This is an absurd situation. 
Great Preston Road is in a poor state and urgently needs 
repair.
High Park Road Is getting worse and full of pot-holes. 
There have been several accidents and it is daily used as a 
rat-run.
Marlborough Road. Again similar to Great Preston Road, the 
traffic is increasing and it takes a battering. 
Appley Road. Roads that go into Appley Road such as 
Marina Avenue have to face on going speeding traffic and 
there are some real road safety issues. 

15

14

13

12

11

10

9



4

CONTACT MICHAEL - WAYS TO GET IN TOUCH
ONLINE:  My Website will soon be ready - www.iwgreencouncillor.co.uk
EMAIL:  michael.lilley@iow.gov.uk          TEL:  07769 551 578 (You can always leave a message)
FACEBOOK:  www.facebook.com/greencouncillorRydeEast
SURGERIES:  First Thursday each month, St. John’s Church Hall, 6-7pm

 ˗ Ambulance, Fire, Police, Coastguard:
 ˗ Emergency: 999
 ˗ Non-emergency: 101

 ˗ NHS 111 (Non-emergency medical help): 111
 ˗ Gas Emergency: 0800 111 999
 ˗ Electricity Emergency: 0800 072 7282
 ˗ Water Emergency: 0330 303 0368
 ˗ Southern Water Leakline: 0800 820 999
 ˗ Environment Agency: 0800 80 70 60

 ˗ Floodline: 0345 988 1188
 ˗ IW Council (Emergency): 01983 823316 

(out of office hours 01983 821105)
 ˗ Social Services (Adult): 01983 814980
 ˗ Social Services (Child): 0300 300 0117
 ˗ WarmerWight (Footprint Trust energy saving 

experts): 01983 822282
 ˗ IW Fire & Rescue Service FREE home fire 

safety check: 01983 407075

USEFUL NUMBERS

Cllr. MICHAEL LILLEY

LITTER PICKING, PLASTIC FREE,
DOG FOULING

& THE POO FAIRY
Dog fouling is a daily occurrence and even though 
there are 5 new bins in the Ward, there is still dog 
mess on our streets.

I am planning in the Autumn to work with Plastic 
Aware, local primary schools, environmental 
officers and local residents in running a campaign 
to try and get local dog owners who do not clean 
up, or do but then throw poo bags into grass areas 
or hedges, and residents of all ages who just drop 
litter such as plastic bottles etc. to:

STOP IT !

PICK IT UP !

& PUT IT IN A BIN

AT HOME OR IN PUBLIC ONES !

The Poo Fairy is a story which won the BBC2 
children writing competition 2018 and tells the 
story of the Fairy that cleans up poo, the truth is 
that it should not be there in the first place. 

AUTUMN WARD MEETINGS - COME ALONG AND TAKE PART
St. John’s Church Hall, first Thursday each month 7-9pm. Guest Speakers to be invited.

2nd Aug Thurs 7-9pm –   Ward Boundary Changes and Street Cleaning 
6th Sept Thurs 7-9pm –   Nicholson Road and Other Developments (incl. Victoria Crescent) 
4th Oct Thurs 7-9pm –   Poverty in Ryde East and Adult Social Care 
1st Nov Thurs 7-9pm –   Our Roads - Potholes to Parking (Council’s New Parking Policy)


