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WISHING YOU A HAPPY CHRISTMAS 
AND FESTIVE SEASON!

– HEARING YOUR VOICE!
It is December already with the end of 2017 fast approaching, and 
I wish to thank all Ryde East residents for your support over the past 
year.  I am still getting used to my new 2017 role as your IW Council 
representative and I continue making headway in finding resolutions to 
local issues. I am active on three main IW Council committees and make 
sure the issues and concerns of Ryde East are heard strongly at County 
Hall and Ryde Town Hall.

A priority for me in 2018 is to establish a strong resident forum/group 
that can meet with key people around the issue of large housing and 
industrial development schemes in the Ward. We started in October by 

have a meeting with Bob Seeley MP at St John’s Church which enabled local residents to air their views 
about the 1200 plus houses planned to be built in the Ryde East area.

In January, the first meeting of the resident group will be held and will provide opportunities to ask 
questions of local developers, Island Roads, and other relevant agencies.

- Make sure you get your voice heard !

NEW RYDE EAST GROUP TO INVESTIGATE 
NEW DEVELOPMENTS IN RYDE EAST

From January there will be an opportunity for local residents to come to monthly Citizen Panel meetings 
to investigate and discuss local large housing or economic development in Ryde East. The meetings will 
be chaired by myself as Ward Councillor and will enable local residents to ask questions of key people 
involved in new developments.

The FIRST MEETING is on 4TH JANUARY AT ST. JOHN’S CHURCH HALL AT 7PM and will be focused on 
Nicholson Road development. Regeneration officers from Isle of Wight Council will be attending to 
discuss the proposals for the site. Please come along. 
On the 1st February we will discuss Pennyfeathers and on 1st March the topic will be Westridge Farm/
Hope Road. - Put the dates in your diary, and come along and have your say!

APPLEY TOWER MEETING FRIDAY 12TH JANUARY 
AT ROWING CLUB, APPLEY BEACH FROM 7PM

If you are interested in the future of Appley Tower and want to be involved in a Community project 
to manage and run the Tower, please come along on Friday 12th January. The meeting will discuss 
with all those interested in Appley Park, Beach and Tower on how we can develop the Tower as a 
community and tourist attraction and also discuss ideas to improve the park and beach. Rest assured 
the Tower’s future within community hands is my key aim. 



ABANDONED CAR – 12 MONTHS AND NOW GONE!
I was overjoyed when the white van with flat tyre finally was towed away from High Park Road. It took 
over 12 months of lobbying by myself, my predecessor, and local residents which was unacceptably long. 
The new IW Council Abandoned Vehicle policy states that an abandoned vehicle situation will be resolved 
in 6 weeks from the day of reporting it. Please either report it to me or to IW Council directly. 

HELP AND ADVICE IN RYDE – ASPIRE INFORMATION POINT
Aspire on Dover Street is a central point for community support in Ryde and is worth a visit. If you need 
advice and help on any issues regarding benefits, health and your general welfare there is now a weekly 
help surgery. The Local Area Coordinator, Steve Johnson, and representatives from Citizens Advice are at 
Aspire every Wednesday 10 am - 12.30 pm. Drop in if you need information, advice or support.

NEW ISLAND PLAN 
& NEW VISION FOR RYDE 

The IW Council is reviewing the Island Plan 
which is the document that informs planning 
permissions. I am feeding in the needs of Ryde 
East and the issue of over-development in the 
Ward, and the need to get a workable traffic 
plan in place.

I attended a vision day for Ryde at Ryde Town 
Hall and a “Regeneration for Ryde” event at 
Ryde Castle. It is important to get your voice 
heard and please let me know your views. 

RYDE EAST 
& THE DIGITAL AGE

Struggling with a Smart Phone or Tablet? Ques-
tions about technology? The Digital Inclusion 
Project runs a drop-in session at Ryde Library 
on the 4th Wednesday of each month, 10:30 
am – 12:00. Open to anyone aged 50+ this is 
ideal for help with small queries and support is 
spread between whoever turns up. Sessions are 
FREE however donations are welcomed. More 
information contact Age UK IW on 01983 525282 
and ask for the Digital Inclusion IT Tutor.

CONTACT MICHAEL - WAYS TO GET IN TOUCH
TEL:  07769 551 578 (You can always leave a message)  EMAIL:  michael.lilley@iow.gov.uk
FACEBOOK:  www.facebook.com/greencouncillorRydeEast
SURGERIES:  First Thursday each month, St. John’s Church Hall, 6-7pm

DEVELOPMENT UPDATES:
In every newsletter I will provide updates on local developments so you are aware what is happening.

Westridge Farm/Hope Road - Currently there is a public consultation on yet more double yellow lines 
on Hope Road as a condition for the granting of planning persmission for 80 properties on part of the 
farm. Residents can make their objections to the reduction in parking known to Bill Murphy, Head of 
Contract Management (Traffic Manager), St Christopher House, 42 Daish Way, Newport, Isle of Wight 
PO30 5XJ to be received by 12 noon 22nd December.

Pennyfeathers - Planning Application for moving of Westridge Garage which I am currently speaking 
to officers about. Local public meeting evening 1st February at St. John’s Church to discuss.

Nicolson Road - Local public meeting 4th January 7pm at St. John’s Church to discuss with officers.

Victoria Crescent - Since conditional permission was given there has been no action by owner in rela-
tion to meeting these conditions which were not appealed against in timeframe.

Appley Beach Café expansion - This application was refused. I opposed this development as two Oak 
trees would have had to be cut down which would have affected the Park.

ROAD/TRAFFIC UPDATES:
For future newsletters I will contact Island Roads before publication and provide updates on what is 
happening locally. I am currently pursuing road issues in Elm Close, Great Preston, Marlborough and 
High Park Roads, parking on Appley Estate and Grasmere Avenue.



AFFORDABLE HOMES FOR THE FUTURE
I am part of a Councillor led task and finish group exploring the affordable housing needs of the Island 
and working on proposals to put forward to the Council in regard to investing in building genuinely 
affordable homes for rent and for first time buyers to purchase at achievable prices. I have looked at a 
scheme on the mainland that involves building three floor homes with a 2 floor maisonette and a one 
floor flat for rent. This provides income for a first time buyer who does not have sufficient income to get a 
mortgage. This plan increases availability of rental and affordable housing to purchase. 

RYDE IN-SHORE RESCUE 
– NEW SHOP OPENS

In October I was proud to be at the first day of 
operation of the new Ryde In-Shore Rescue Shop and 
to hand over £150. The shop has a huge collection of 
second-hand books and when you are clearing out 
your old books post-Christmas, please think of the 
Appley beach based shop. 

 ˗ Ambulance, Fire, Police, Coastguard:
 ˗ Emergency: 999
 ˗ Non-emergency: 101

 ˗ NHS 111 (Non-emergency medical help): 111
 ˗ Gas Emergency: 0800 111 999
 ˗ Electricity Emergency: 0800 072 7282
 ˗ Water Emergency: 0330 303 0368
 ˗ Southern Water Leakline: 0800 820 999
 ˗ Environment Agency: 0800 80 70 60

 ˗ Floodline: 0345 988 1188
 ˗ IW Council (Emergency): 01983 823316 (out of 

office hours 01983 821105)
 ˗ Social Services (Adult): 01983 814980
 ˗ Social Services (Child): 0300 300 0117
 ˗ WarmerWight (Footprint Trust energy saving-

experts): 01983 822282
 ˗ IW Fire & Rescue Service FREE home fire 

safety check: 01983 407075

DOG POO CAMPAIGN CONTINUES – NEW BINS!
I recently walked the entire ward with officers from Environment Health and Island Roads. I have 
requested: litter bins near the Premier Shop on Marlborough Rd and the alleyway that connects High 
Park Rd and Little Preston Close, dog fouling bins on the beginning of the walkway between Salisbury 
Rd to Marlborough Close and on the Green area at top of West Hill and Alexandra Rd. I should hear 
shortly on Island Road’s decision but officers were supportive. Keep reporting dog fouling as Island 
Roads are responding quickly in getting mess cleaned up. Email: info@islandroads.com

SAVE MONEY AND ENERGY!
Over the past 2 years, I have supported grant funding from Ryde Town Council to the Footprint Trust 
to help Ryde residents combat the realities of cold weather.

“Now that the cold weather is finally here, it’s a good time to contact your energy supplier and check 
that you are on the best deal.” Says Ray from the local Footprint Trust.

“Lots of Ryde residents never get around to doing this, and could be paying around over £200 more 
than they should. When talking to your energy company check to see if you are entitled to the Warm 
Home Discount of £140, not to be confused with the Winter Fuel Payment.”

If you need help with Switching or want guidance on Smart meters, or any other energy-related mat-
ter please contact the Trust on 01983 822282 or email: info@footprint-trust.co.uk

USEFUL NUMBERS FOR XMAS EMERGENCIES

Michael presenting £150 from his 2017 Community 
Awards with £100 from Ryde Town Council



Cllr. MICHAEL LILLEY   Green Party - for the common good


