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WORKING ON BEHALF OF 
RYDE EAST RESIDENTS

The last three months have been busy with adapting to my new role 
as IW councillor. I have been attending a range of Council meetings 
and I now sit on three specific IW Council committees.

These are:

• Policy and Scrutiny Committee for Adult Social Care and 
Health

• Policy and Scrutiny Committee for Regeneration, Housing, 
Planning and Environment

• Planning Committee

I also attend the full IW Council Meetings which have been reduced from 9 to 6 per year.

The IW Council committees I am on are important as they discuss important issues which relate to 
local residents lives such as adult social care, health, transport, economic development and job 
creation, environment, planning and housing.

My main work is advocating and making representations on behalf of residents living in Ryde East 
and some of this work is reported in this edition. I am also involved in 2 sub-groups (task and finish 
groups) on suicide prevention and the need for more affordable housing on the Island. The Island has 
a very high suicide and attempted suicide rate, and there is a very large housing waiting list on the 
Island with little affordable/social housing being built, especially 1 and 2 bedroom properties.

I am also a Ryde Town Councillor and work with Cllr Henry Adams (the other Ryde East Town 
Councillor and current Mayor) to make sure Ryde East is represented well on the Town Council.

NICOLSON ROAD - JOB CREATION
(FIELDS BETWEEN GT PRESTON RD & SMALLBROOK LN)

This land is earmarked for job creation as part of the Island Regeneration Plan. It is early days but I 
have met with the Directors of Regeneration and discussed this development twice now. 
I emphasised that local people should be consulted and involved in the design of any development.  
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BOB SEELY MP, PUBLIC MEETING IN RYDE EAST
I have arranged a public meeting provisionally for 26th October at St. John’s Church for residents to 
meet our MP to discuss housing development in Ryde East.

           - Please check my Facebook page, or contact me direct for confirmation of date



WALKING THE WARD
   &
ROAD/TRAFFIC ISSUES
I invited IW Council and Island Road officers to walk 
around the ward which we did in June, and have agreed 
a list of priorities that are currently being reviewed. I 
am also regularly walking the ward myself and reporting 
issues back.

The main blockage is funding and I plan to have a sit 
down meeting with Island Road officers in the next 
month to try and get agreement on a way forward. I am 
particularly concerned about the need for more crossings 
(by Busy Bee, on Great Preston Rd, Marlborough/Appley 
Rd Junction, Appley Rd, and St.John’s/Alexandra Rd Junc-
tions.

I am very concerned about the future of the school cross-
ing on High Park Rd for Oakfield School and the need for 
a school crossing on Marlborough/Apply Road junction. 
I will be arranging a meeting with the school and with 
parents/carers. 

PENNYFEATHERS UPDATE
Planning Officers have informed me that “the Section 106 Agreement” has now been signed and out-
line planning permission has been approved.

The developer, Pennyfeathers (Jersey), now has to submit a full planning application for the first 
stage. I am having a meeting shortly with the developer’s agent to find out what their intentions are 
so local residents can be informed and get involved. The overgrown trees and weeds were finally cut 
back around the empty houses on Marlborough Road owned by the developers by Islands Roads who 
will charge the developers. I will be discussing with the developers the future plans for these houses. 
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I am keen to make sure that local people benefit and that the site is designed in a way that has 
synergy with the local natural beauty of the landscape. The Directors wish to attend a local meeting 
with residents and plan a detailed local consultation. I am currently working on fixing a date for the 
meeting. 

PLANNING APPLICATIONS – AWAITING AND APPROVED
As a local ward councillor I am able to go to the IW Council Planning Office and speak about any 
applications in the ward. I look at local applications when they are published, and speak with local 
residents if there is a concern. Residents can contact me if they have concerns.

The decision is down to Planning Officers and IW Council Planning Committee. As I am a member of 
the Planning Committee it is protocol that I do not vote on any applications in my ward but I can 
speak for or against it. I did speak against Westridge Farm/Hope Road and Victoria Crescent applica-
tions on behalf of local residents.

I also follow up post decision and I am currently speaking to planning officers regarding Westridge 
Farm/Hope Road and Victoria Crescent to gain information to pass onto local residents. Also res-
idents in Appley have been concerned about the use of new Permitted Development rules where 
someone can build an extension to their house without planning permission. 

NEW RYDE
YOUTH SERVICE
147 (HIGH ST) 

Ryde Network is a new Youth Ser-
vice funded by Ryde Town Coun-
cil and I am the Vice-Chair of the 
Management Committee. Based at 
147 High Street, Ryde it will include 
outreach services and I am discuss-
ing how to make sure local young 
people can benefit. 
It is for 11-19 year olds and up to 
25 for young people with special 
needs.

www.facebook.com/NetworkRyde/ 
or email admin@networkryde.org 

I am also now a trustee/board 
member of IW Youth Trust and keen 
to see improved opportunities for 
young people on the Island.
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ACCESS FOR ALL ON APPLEY BEACH
I am working with Isle Access (a charitable group promot-
ing improve accessibility for all) and In-Shore Rescue on 
how we can have improved accessibility especially for 
wheel-chair users onto Appley Beach.

The idea is to have an easier route down to the beach, 
matting on beach in part for wheelchairs and push-chairs, 
and access to special beach wheel-chairs with large 
wheels.

SPORT AND LEISURE IN APPLEY PARK
I had meetings with IW Beach Football, Ryde Rowing Club, Appley Bowmen, 
Ryde Arena Community group, IW Table Tennis Association and others 
exploring how sport facilities and access could be developed in Ryde and 
in Appley Beach area.

The recent summer football and fun runs alongside the tree climbing, 
rowing and archery really bring the park alive and show what an 
important healthy resource it is. I wish to see this developed with the 
local community as it is an important green space for our quality of 
life in both our physical and mental well-being.

CELEBRATING AGE FESTIVAL 
2017 & AGE FRIENDLY ISLAND

I am a Ryde Age Friendly Champion and recently 
presented an Age Friendly report to Ryde Town 
Council. The Town Council is committed to explore 
how access and availability to local services and 
resources for older adults (those aged over 50) can 
be achieved.

There are now regular meetings and one of the 
main tasks is to get a Ryde Age Friendly/Older 
Adults coordinator in place so there is improved 
information on what services, opportunities & 
support are available for older adults in Ryde and on 
the Island.

There is a Celebrating Age Festival which begins 
on International Older Persons Day on Sunday 1st 
October 2017. There is a week of events which are all 
free. Visit www.agefriendlyisland.org or email 
hello@agefriendlyisland.org or phone 525282 and 
find out more.

HOMELESSNESS, HOUSING 
NEED AND POVERTY

I am regularly meeting with Ryde Food-
bank, Bus Shelter, CAB and Aspire on the 
needs of residents who are in crisis and 
how we can get more help for them.

I am proposing to set up a Ryde Task and 
Finish Group with other Ryde Town Coun-
cillors and local organisations such as 
Ryde Foodbank which will link with the 
new Island wide group I am on.

I am also helping the homeless bus shel-
ter project find a location in Ryde for 
this winter. I have seen homeless people 
camping in the ward and I am 
trying to make sure they get 
help and support.

APPLEY TOWER AND APPLEY PARK
The Apply Tower is an iconic part of Appley Beach and Park. It is now vacant and needs some urgent 
work on it. I am working with Friends of Appley and council officers on developing a viable future 
sustainable plan for the Tower.

I arranged a positive visit by the Architectural Heritage Fund on 19th September about funding for a 
feasibility plan and development of a proposal which can be submitted to the IW Council who own 
the Tower. I am also talking to many of the groups that use the park on how the park can overall be 
developed.



“TIMEOUT”	
CAFÉ		

	

	

FOURTH WEDNESDAY OF 
EVERY MONTH  

1PM TO 3.30PM 

Feeling lonely or bored, just need 
to get out? Or do you help look 
after your husband, wife, parent, 
friend or neighbour? Then why 
not come along, with or without 
them, to enjoy our soup, fun and 
friendship		J	

Wednesdays: 
                  27th September 

25th October 
22nd November 

 

 
Join us at 1pm 

for 
Soup and a Roll 

 

Have fun with 
organised 
activities 

 

Make Friends

 

 

St	John’s	Church	Hall,	
High	Park	Road	

Ryde			
Contact	617174	

SUPPORT
WESTRIDGE FARM, HOPE ROAD FRESH

MILK & FREERANGE EGGS
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LOCAL COMMUNITY AWARDS
As a Ryde Town Councillor £250 is available each year for me to award to local community groups. 
This year I am pleased to award £100 each to both Ryde Inshore Rescue and Ryde Foodbank, and also 
£50 to 2nd Ryde Sea Scouts located in Somerset Road.

FIRST THURSDAY EACH MONTH - ST. JOHN’S CHURCH HALL
MY DROP-IN SURGERY  6-7 PM
Please feel free to share issues which are important to you. If I cannot help directly I will 
always try to connect you with someone who can.

RYDE EAST GROUP MEETING  7-9 PM
Please come along and join other local residents in voicing your concerns about local issues 
and the possible need for action in the community.

CONTACT MICHAEL - Ways to get in touch:
EMAIL: michael.lilley@iow.gov.uk 
TEL:  07769 551 578 (You can always leave a message) 
FACEBOOK: www.facebook.com/GreenCouncillorRydeEast 
SURGERIES: First Thursday each month, St. John’s Church Hall, 6-7pm

IF YOU WISH TO ADVERTISE
A LOCAL GROUP OR EVENT

PLEASE LET ME KNOW
(Contact details below)


